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BAGS NOT! 
  
 
Tammy turtle glides, 
on ocean currents, rides, 
chasing juicy jellyfish. 
  
The see-through blobs 
bounce and bob - 
A delicious dessert dish. 
  
But wait, 
is it too late? 
Tammy almost ate 
a yucky plastic lunch. 
  
“Bags not!” Tammy sighs. 
She swims and spies 
some crabs instead to crunch. 
  
Whopper Whale skims the sea, 
opens wide to gulp his tea. 
He hoovers up through large throat grooves 
a smorgasbord of all that moves. 
  
Squid and krill taste fantastic. 
But he gets tummy ache when he feeds on plastic. 
“Bags not!”  Whopper Whale sings. 
  
Basking Shark aims her pointed snout. 
Her broad jaw scoops as she swims about. 
Bristled gills rake from Ocean’s Deli: 
Zooplankton zoom through her submarine belly. 
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She dines on small creatures, not large fish steaks 
But, they too are filled with plastic flakes. 
“Bags not!”  Belches Basking Shark. 
  
Sammy the Seal dives and spins, 
hunting hard to catch his dins. 
A mackerel or herring treat 
is what a seal longs to eat. 
  
Sammy wants to do gymnastics, 
not get mangled and tangled in a ton of plastics. 
“Bags not!” Sammy Seal barks. 
  
“How does it get there?” you may ask, 
for cleaning our seas is a massive task. 
  
The problem with plastic is it doesn’t break down. 
It’s light and it floats and it flies around. 
You put it in the bin and it’s gone away. 
But it goes somewhere else and it’s here to stay. 
  
Humans gather plastics dumped in piles across the land. 
Plastics parachute in winds and lie strewn over sand. 
  
Plastic gets sucked down storm water drains. 
It finds its way to rivers especially when it rains. 
It takes over twenty years to crumble into bits. 
But the plastic doesn’t disappear – In waterways, it sits. 
  
We need to stop the flow of plastics into the sea. 
Each one of you can help - yes, him and her and me. 
“But what can I do?” I hear you think. 
Let’s start by looking at just how much we drink. 
  
Drink from the fountain. 
Let’s stop that bottle mountain. 
Refill your bottle or a cup you can wash. 
When you’re finished with a bottle, 
recycle once it’s squashed. 
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The shopkeeper asks, “Do you need a bag today?” 
Here’s a hint, take your own and then what can you say? 
Guess what? 
“Bags not!” 
  
“I don’t need to use your bags. 
I’ve brought with me my own. 
I’ve borrowed some 
and helped my Mum, 
Look at what we’ve sewn.” 
  
Cloth bags boomerang: Return with me again. 
Whatever I buy, I use these bags the same. 
Fabric bags are strong for shopping, books and sports 
They reduce our need for plastics and are handy for all-sorts. 
  
Every time you have some plastic, 
while it’s uses seem fantastic; 
The situation’s become so drastic 
for our special ocean friends. 
  
Be a voice for our sea creatures 
and for what the food chain teaches - 
Two simple words which I’m sure will help a lot. 
Guess what? 
“Bags not!”  
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